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(54) AVAILABLE PERIOD LIMIT SYSTEM FOR EVALUATING SOFTWARE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent the illicit use of an evaluating 
software after its available period and to simplify the 
service activities at the maker side by erasing 
automatically the evaluating software when the time 
passed from the first start of the software exceeds 
the limit value of the available period. 
CONSTITUTION: A file storing the evaluating 
software is previously stored in a floppy disk of the 
maker side, and this software is down-loaded into a 
hard disk 2 from a disk controller 8 at the start of an 
available period. At the same time, a clock device 7 
containing a back-up power supply and a calendar 
function is initialized at shipment of a computer 
system in response to the standard time. Then a 
microprocessor 1 detects the present time every 
time the evaluating software is started and counts 
the time passed from the start of the available period. 
When this passed time exceeds the limit value of the 
available period, the evaluating software is 

automatically erased by the processing of the microprocessor 1 . Thus it is possible to 
prevent the illicit use of the evaluation software after its available period and to accurately 
evaluate the software performance. 
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A. Relevance of the Above - identified Document 

This document has relevance to all Claims of the 
present application . 

B . Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 
2 . CLAIMS 

(1) An evaluation-use software available period 
limiting method, wherein: 

an available; perio!d limit-., value and starting time 
are programmed and stored in advance in a file having 
evaluation-use software stored therein; a processor 
using the evaluation-use software detects current time 
whenever the evaluation-use software is activated so as 
to compute elapsed time from the starting time; and 
when the elapsed time exceeds the available period 
limit value, the processor automatically erases the 
evaluation-use software . 

(2) An evaluation-use software available period 
limiting method, wherein a value of maximum number of 
use is programmed and stored in advance in a file 
having evaluation-use software stored therein . . . 
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[EMBODIMENT] 



When attempting to execute application software Pi 
(here, i = 1, 2, 3) which becomes evaluation-use 
software, an operator first inputs a command to select 
the application software Pi by operating a keyboard 5, 
thereafter inputting an instruction for downloading the 
desired application software Pi to a processor' 1. 

The processor 1, upon detection of the instruction 
for downloading the application software Pi, starts an 
available period judgment process as shown in Figure 3 
based on an operating system. P, thereby judging whether 

; 1 / . • -i- • ) Iff i' b 

or not a value of a parameter Tli of an available period 
limit value stored in a hard disk 2 is 0, that is, 
whether or not the application software Pi is 
evaluation-use software having a preset available 
period limit value (step SI) . 

That the value of the parameter Tli is not 0 means 
that the application software Pi is the evaluation-use 
software having a preset available period. In that 
case, therefore, the processor 1 proceeds to step S2 
where it reads current date Tn from a clock device 7 so 
as to compute number Tvi of dates passed since starting 
time, at which the application software Pi is activated, 
by subtracting a date Tsi of the starting time from the 
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current date Tn, and judges whether or not a value of 
the number TVi of the dates passed since the starting 
time exceeds the available (trial) period limit value 
Tli, that is, whether or not the period Tvi during which 
the application software Pi was already used exceeds a 
trial period limit value specified by the parameter Tli 
(step S3) . 

If the period TVi of use does not exceed the trial 
period limit value Tli, then it is judged whether or not 
a value of a parameter Cli of a value of maximum number 
of use stored in the hard disk 2 is 0, that is, whether 
or not the application software Pi' i-s the evaluation-use 
software having a preset value of maximum number of use 
(step S4) . 

That the value of the parameter Cli is not 0 means 
that the application software Pi is the evaluation-use 
software having the preset number of use as the 
available period. In that case, then, a value of a 
parameter Cvi of an initial value 0, based on which the 
number of use is added and stored, is incremented, so 
that a cumulative value of the number of use is stored 
(step S5) . Thereafter, it is judged whether or not a 
value of the parameter Cvi exceeds a value Cli of the 
maximum number of use of the application software Pi 
(step S6) . Here, it is understood that the value Cli of 




i 
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the maximum number of use is not less than 1, and 
moreover, the application software Pi is used for the 
first time. Therefore, the value of the parameter Cvi 
for summing up and storing the number of use of the 
application software Pi never exceeds the value Cli of 
the maximum number of use. Consequently, the processor 
1 downloads the application software Pi from the hard 
disk 2 to a main memory 4 based on the operating system 
P, thereby permitting the execution of the application 
software Pi as the evaluation-use software (step S7) . 

Hereafter, the operator inputs various commands 




software Pi in the main memory 4 to in turn cause the 
processor 1 to execute various processes, thus starting 
evaluation of respective performances of the 
application software Pi and the computer system. 



When the evaluation of performances for the first 
day of the trial period is completed, which trial 
period was specified at the time the application 
software Pi was downloaded from the hard disk 2 to the 
main memory 4 , then the power of the computer system is 
turned off, and the application software Pi downloaded 
to the main memory 4 is erased from the main memory 4 . 

Consequently, in the case of evaluating 
performances thereafter, the operator should first feed 
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power to the computer system and download the operation 
system P from the hard disk 2 to the main memory 4. 
Then, in order to execute the application software Pi as 
the evaluation-use software, the operator should 
operate the keyboard 5 again to input a command to 
select the application software Pi, then, input an 
instruction to download the desired application 
software Pi with respect to the processor 1. 

The processor 1, upon detection of the instruction 
to download the application software Pi, starts the 
available period judging process based on the operation 
system P. Af ter : /exee;ut ing : - he v!: judging process of step 
SI, the sequence goes to steps S2 and S3, where the 
further judging processes are performed. 

In the case where the available period Tvi does not 
exceed the trial period limit value Tli, then the 
sequence goes to step S4 , where the further judging 
process is performed. Thereafter, a value of the 
parameter Cvi for summing up and storing the number of 
use of the application software Pi is incremented, so 
that a cumulative value of the number of use is stored 
(step S5) . Then, it is judged whether or not the value 
of the parameter Cvi exceeds the value Cli of the maximum 
number of use of the application software Pi (step S6) . 
If the value of the parameter Cvi does not exceed the 
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value Cli of the maximum number of use, then the 
sequence goes to step S7, where the application 
software Pi is downloaded from the hard disk 2 to the 
main memory 4, thereby permitting the execution of the 
application software Pi as the evaluation-use software 
(step SI) . 

A value of the number Tvi of days passed since the 
starting time, which is indicated in step S2, is 
incremented one after another once a day after 
completion of the setting of the starting date Tsi, 
which value is interlocked with the data of 
day/month/year which is the internal information of the 
clock device 7. In addition, a value of the number Cli 
of use of the application software Pi, which is 
indicated in step S5, is incremented one after another 
at a stage of attempting downloading of the application 
software Pi. Therefore, if the evaluation of the 
performance of the application software Pi is carried 
out continuously for a day without turning off the 
power of the computer system halfway through the 
evaluation, then a current value of the number Cvi of 
use is always one ahead of a current value of the 
number Tvi of days passed since the starting time. 
Consequently, if based on this assumption are set the 
respective values of the parameter Tli of the available 
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period limit value and the parameter Cli of the value of 
the maximum number of use of the application software 
Pi, Cli = Tli + 1 is preferable. Further, if taking into 
consideration that the power is fed and cut several 
times a day, then it is preferable to set the value Cli 
of the maximum number of use by multiplying the 
available period limit value Tli by an appropriate 
coefficient which is larger than 1. 
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